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Voters' Preferences and Choices

The survey outcomes reveal a notable trend, the initial victors in the forthcoming
election appear to be those who abstain from participating, the ambiguous “undecid-
ed voters,” and those who cast empty votes. This intricate distribution encompasses
39.7% of citizens opting to abstain, 29.2% willing to participate but withholding their
votes, and an additional 3.7% intending to cast empty votes. The cumulative number
of these constituents is estimated at 2,167,252, dimming the prospects of unforeseen

outcomes in the impending elections.

. Out of the total 3297 are categorized as undecided voters
Votlng rate or those who have not revealed their voting preference, This
factor significantly contributes to the potential for

substantial and unexpected changes, or at least shifts in the

46.1 distribution of votes among different political parties,
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Vote distribution

As per the poll results, the Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) is poised to garner 46.1%
of the intended 60.3% voters participating in the elections. This translates to a per-
ceptible surge in the KDP's vote share in comparison to the 2021 elections. This surge
could partly be attributed to an upsurge in young voters, primarily concentrated in Er-

bil and Duhok provinces. Gender-wise, KDP's voter proportions are relatively balanced,
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yet intriguingly, the party tends to attract a higher percentage of younger voters. No-
tably, the percentage of KDP voters tends to dwindle with age, with 51% of first-time
voters expressing allegiance to the KDP. This might be due to the KDP's pronounced

influence in regions with a significant youth demographic.

Geographically, the KDP garners its highest support from rural areas at 59.2%, wit-
nessing a gradual decrease in urban centers. The KDP's strongholds include Zakho,
Soran, Duhok, and Erbil, while its presence is less pronounced in Sulaymaniyah, Garm-

ian, Raperin, and Halabja.

Kurdistan Democratic Party votes Undisclosed Votes

Urban 39.7 32.8
Peri_urban 47.0 27.8
Rural 59.2 22.6
Erbil 58.6 26.4
Soran 83.3
Sulaymaniyah 1.9 o |
Garmian 2.7
Raperin 3.0 49.1
Duhok 72.9
Zakho 84.2
Halabja 5 53%.1
Kurdistan Region 46.17

The KDP's support is notably higher in areas marked by robust voter turnout and the ar-
eas with lower percentage of “undecided votes.” Within these parameters, 29.2% of re-

spondents preferred to withhold their vote. Assuming a total voter count of 3,641,000
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expected voters 3,641,000

39.7% 60.3%

1445477 o 2195523

Non participation Participation

undecided votes - 2929 ¢ 641092

The percentage of undecided votes counted among the participants in
the elections

in 2024, comprising 641,092 undecided votes and 3.7% empty votes (equivalent to
over 80,000 votes), their collective influence becomes significant. The outcome of
these indistinct votes could potentially sway toward other parties or pave the way for
a new political entity. Regions such as Sulaymaniyah 55.1%, Halabja 53.1%, Raperin
49.1%, and Erbil 26.4% demonstrate the highest concentrations of these uncertain
voters. Consequently, these undecided voters could play a pivotal role, particularly in
areas like Sulaymaniyah, Garmian, Raperin, and Halabja, where their votes might de-
termine the ultimate victor. These voters could also create obstacles for the Kurdistan

Democratic Party (KDP) in Erbil if it fails to convince at least some of them.

The poll results also indicate that the PUK is anticipated to secure 11.3% of the vote
share. Notably, the PUK garners more support from female voters than their male
counterparts. The party also boasts a higher proportion of older voters compared to
the younger demographic, with the highest representation among those aged over 60.
Intriguingly, 9.3% of first-time voters are inclined towards the PUK. Occupation-wise,

the PUK's support is notably stronger among the economically inactive, with 13.6%
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Number of votes of the main parties 2021
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The main reason for the decline of political parties (except the Kurdistan
Democratic Party) is the lack of participation and the increase in the number of
Undecided votes in the areas where they have influence
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Number of votes of the main parties in the elections
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of their voters falling in this category. Geographical distinctions appear less impactful
on the PUK's support, as urban and rural areas show similar proportional represen-
tations. Noteworthy areas for PUK support include Raperin, Garmian, Sulaymaniyah,
and Halabja, regions characterized by lower turnout and a substantial undecided vote

presence.

A third contender, the New Generation Party, emerges with a 5.5% share of the vote.
Intriguingly, little variance is observed across gender, age, and occupation in the party's
voter base. It gains 9.5% of first-time voters, as per the poll. Notably, the New Genera-
tion Party previously secured the highest votes in certain regions like Halabja during a
Rudaw Youth Research Center poll, yet its performance in the general elections landed

it in third or second place.

Undecided voters, constituting 29.2% of those who actively participate, hold a pivotal
role in the upcoming elections, particularly when combined with the percentage of
blank voters. This intricate combination holds the potential to propel the emergence
of a new political party, or in the absence of unforeseen outcomes, lead to the real-

location of votes to parties beyond the PUK and KDP. Among the undecided voters, a
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Distribution of the votes of the first three parties in
2021 elections

Male 414 |0 g9 [N 6.2
Female 443 - 14.3 - 4.5
18-24 so1 [0 87 [ 90
25-39 50.9 - 10.0 - 4.7
40-59 aht [0 120 [0 5.0
60+ 203 [ 171 [ 31
Primary school 44,8 - 12.4 - 5.2
high school 48.4 - 12.8 - 6.6
Post High School 485 [0 67 IR 5.4
Employed 45.9 - 10.1 - 6.9
Unemployed 44T - 7.9 - WA
Economically inactive 46.7 - 13.6 - 39
Urban 307 | 117 [N 63
Peri_urban 47.0 - 12.0 . 5.7
rusal 592 | 105 B 3.2
18-22 515 . 9.3 - 9.5
Erbil 58.6 l 55 I 2.8
Soran 83.3 I 18 . 2.6
Sulaymaniyah 1.9 - 201 - 9.4
27 [ 5, [ 2
Raprin o L 5gs Hl 47
Duhok 729 | w7 0 35
Zaho 84.2 0.0 | 13
Halabja 41 - 143 - 10.2
1012136 - Kurdistan Democratic Party 461%
248094 — Patriotic union of Kurdistan l 1.3%
120653 - New generation movement I 5.5%

29.27. of the respondents did not disclose their votes, 3.7 said they-
would vote blank ballot, and 427 of the participants voted for other
parties,
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The main parties’ votes in 2021
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The main factor contributing to the decline of political parties, aside from
the Democratic Party, is the limited engagement of voters and the rising
count of undecided votes in the places where they have influence.

36
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notable portion aligns with the Gorran Movement, New Generation Party, Kurdistan
Islamic Union, and Kurdistan Justice Group. However, these parties have witnessed a
decline in support due to the relatively low prevalence of undecided votes among new

voters.

We have envisioned multiple scenarios depicting the potential redistribution of their
votes, diverse scenarios outlining the redistribution of “undecided votes” have been

outlined in the accompanying graph.

current votes Prediction of votes by
The first scenario; redistribution of votes as it is, redistributing
The second scenario; If the new generation gets half of the undecided votes

undecided votes ,

Third scenario; re_distribution of votes equally,

5.57. - 120653 1/ - 21955

The New .
7.1/ - 155911 ; : :
Generation Kurdistan Justice 1.297. - 28365
20.97 - 441194 Group 1.29/. - 28365
11.347. - 248733 6.847. - 150035

0.1/ - 2195 1.47/. - 30737

0.137 - 2836 Islamic 1.817. - 39712
Goran Union

1.817. - 39712
7.657. - 158457

Movement 0.137. - 2836
5.947. - 130275

27.537. - 604205
13.77. - 300786

others

5.847. - 128,080
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